
NEW YORK - Opera-
tion Panda, an investiga-
tion by New York ICE, 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the 
New York Police Depart-
ment, has resulted in the 
indictment November 12 
of 51 individuals, dealing 
a crushing blow to two of 
the most powerful Chi-
nese organized crime 
groups operating in New 
York City.  
 

In three indictments, 51 
defendants are charged 
with wide-ranging crimi-
nal activity. The indict-
ments allege both 
groups - led by defen-
dants Lim Shang and 
Wang Shao Feng - regu-
larly resorted to violence 
and threats of violence to 
augment their power, ter-
ritory and financial prof-
its. 
 
As of press time, 27 of 
the persons indicted had 
been arrested and authori-
ties were seeking the oth-
ers, now considered fugi-
tives.  Some of those in-
dicted are believed to be 
in China. 
 
Seven defendants in the 
two organizations are 
charged with attempting 
to murder and conspiring 
to murder five different 
victims. One victim was 

shot in the head and oth-
ers were stabbed and 
beaten almost to death.  
 

In total, the three indict-
ments charge the defen-
dants with wide-ranging 
criminal activity, includ-
ing racketeering offenses 
(RICO), attempted mur-
der, conspiracy to commit 
murder, extortion, con-
spiracy to commit extor-
tion, alien smuggling, 
conspiracy to smuggle 
illegal aliens, conspiracy 
to take hostages, extor-
tionate debt collection, 
conspiracy to use extor-
tionate means to collect 
extensions of credit, 

money laundering, traffick-
ing in counterfeit goods and 
the operation of large-scale 
illegal gambling businesses. 
 

“This case is a prime exam-
ple of ICE harnessing all of 
the resources and authori-
ties of the Department of 
Homeland Security to help 
rid New York City of vi-
cious, violent, organized 
crime gangs,” said Martin 
Ficke, ICE’s Special Agent-
in-Charge in New York. 
“Over the course of a year-
and-a-half we identified 
their infrastructure, assets 
and leadership and within a 
36-hour period we decapi-
tated it.” 

ICE’s “OPERATION PANDA” CRUSHES 
CHINESE ORGANIZED CRIME GROUPS 

Some of the 27 individuals arrested as a result of 
“Operation Panda” sit handcuffed in a holding facility.   
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The re-
moval of criminal and other illegal 
aliens from the United States 
reached record levels in Fiscal Year 
2004, with 157,281 aliens total re-
moved.  In addition, ICE recorded a 
sizable increase in apprehensions 
under a new program specifically 
targeting fugitive aliens.  
 
ICE’s Office of Detention and Re-
moval Operations (DRO) credited 
the increases to the agency’s more 
aggressive focus on targeting crimi-
nal and fugitive aliens – those who 
pose the most serious risks to public 
safety and national security. 
 
“Removing criminal aliens and 
other illegal aliens from the United 
States is critical to the integrity of 
our immigration system and impor-
tant to the safety of our communi-
ties,” said Assistant Secretary Mi-
chael Garcia. “The 9/11 Commis-
sion Report details how our immi-
gration system was exploited by 
terrorists, and we know that other 
dangerous criminals have sought 
illegal entry by similar means.  We 
are bringing to bear the full force of 
our authorities to locate and remove 
those in the country illegally.”  
 

Nearly 53 percent of those removed 
were criminal aliens – that is, aliens 
who are eligible for removal based 
upon a criminal conviction in the 

United States.  ICE re-
movals of criminal aliens 
reached 82,802 in FY04, 
an increase of 6.6 percent 
over the previous fiscal 
year.  Non-criminal re-
movals increased by over 
10 percent to 74,479.  
 

ICE also noted significant 
gains in apprehending 
and deporting fugitive 
aliens – individuals who 
were ordered deported 
from the United States 
but who failed to report 
for removal – under the 
National Fugitive Opera-
tions Program (NFOP).   
From March 1 through 
Sept. 30, 2003, when 
ICE began tracking fugi-
tive apprehensions, DRO 
apprehended 3,409 fugi-
tives with final orders of removal.  
By comparison, in the same seven-
month period of FY04, DRO appre-
hended 7,239 fugitives with final 
orders of removal, an increase of 
112 percent over the FY03 period.  
Total FY04 apprehensions of fugi-
tives were 11,063.     
 

The impact of ICE’s NFOP was 
vividly illustrated on November 8, 
when ICE DRO officers appre-
hended one of Mexico’s most 
wanted fugitives and promptly re-

moved him to 
Mexico. Mem-
bers of the 
Newark DRO 
Fugitive Opera-
tions Team ar-
rested Librado 
Herrera-Perez 
in South Or-
ange, N.J. The 
South Orange 
Police Depart-
ment assisted in 
the arrest. 
 

Herrera-Perez, 

ICE DRO SETS REMOVALS RECORD IN FY 2004  
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31, is a Mexican national wanted 
for homicide in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
Mexican authorities accuse Herrera-
Perez of involvement in a shootout 
with Mexican police and a public 
execution-style shooting death. ICE 
officials determined that he was an 
illegal alien with no pending appli-
cations to bar his removal.  
 
Herrera-Perez requested and re-
ceived a stipulated removal order 
from an Immigration Judge, ena-
bling him to be quickly removed by 
DRO officers from the United 
States. Herrera-Perez was turned 
over to Mexican police authorities.  

Librado Herrera-Perez, one of Mexico’s most 
wanted fugitives, was arrested by Newark’s 
Fugitive Operations Team on November 8 
and removed to Mexico. 
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CONNECTICUT - A South Ko-
rean man pleaded guilty November 
10 to conspiracy and arms charges 
in connection with his attempt to 
sell U.S. helicopter engines to 
China. 
 

For more than two years, 
Kwonhwan Park was the subject of 
an investigation by ICE and the De-
fense Criminal Investigative Service 
after he and his Malaysian com-
pany, SGS, attempted to purchase 
military helicopter engines from a 
company affiliated with the manu-
facturer of the Black Hawk helicop-
ter. 
 

Throughout 2001, Park and others 
provided documents asserting that 
the engines, worth more than $1 
million each, were destined for the 
Malaysian or Korean Army.  Subse-
quent investigation by New Haven 
ICE agents in the United States and 
abroad confirmed that the assertions 
were false and two engines that ar-
rived in Malaysia were diverted to 
China.  
 

ICE agents were alerted that Park 
intended to enter the United States.  
ICE agents tracked, intercepted and 
arrested Park April 1 at Dulles In-
ternational Airport near Washing-
ton, D.C., when he attempted to de-
part the United States on a plane 
bound for Beijing, China.  A search 
of Park and his luggage uncovered a 
sophisticated night vision goggle 
system that is a military item con-
trolled for export. 
 

Robin Avers, the ICE Special 
Agent-in-Charge in Connecticut, 
said,  “U.S. critical technology is an 
important asset to our national secu-
rity. However, in the wrong hands, 
the very same technology could be 
disastrous. Halting the illegal export 
of munitions and sensitive technol-
ogy is a top priority for ICE.  This 
case highlights the essential coop-
eration between law enforcement 
here and abroad and with the private 
sector.”  

MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO ILLEGAL SALES TO CHINA 

Kwonhwan Park was arrested by ICE agents in April and pleaded guilty 
November 10 for his role in a scheme to illegally export to China engines 
that are used on the U.S. Black Hawk helicopter like the one shown above 
operating in Iraq.  (U.S. Air Force photo) 

MIAMI ICE FINDS CORRUPT CASH 
MIAMI - ICE agents have unrav-
eled a complicated helicopter pur-
chase-lease scheme and seized 
$671,000 in proceeds meant for 
corrupt Nicaragua foreign officials. 
 

ICE agents from Miami, Houston 
and the ICE Attaché Office in Pa-
nama City, Panama, traced public 
funds that had been embezzled by 
former Nicaraguan President Ar-
noldo Aleman and the country's 
former tax commissioner. 
 

The agents found that in 2000 about 
$1.7 million of stolen funds trace-
able to the Nicaraguan treasury 
were used by a dummy corporation 
to purchase a helicopter in Texas.  
The “company,” controlled by Ale-
man, leased the helicopter to the 
Nicaraguan government and all 
lease payments were channeled to 
bank accounts controlled by Ale-
man. 
 

In 2002, the helicopter was sold to a  
private  business in  Guatemala   for  

$1.1 million and the proceeds were 
directed to an escrow account in 
Oklahoma.   ICE seized $671,000 
in profit from the sale, which will 
be returned to Nicaragua.   
 

“ICE brings unique financial inves-
tigative expertise, powerful statu-
tory authority and cutting-edge in-
vestigative techniques in the con-
duct of money laundering investi-
gations,” said Special Agent-in-
Charge Jesus Torres, who leads 
ICE's Miami investigations.  “Our 
goal is to find, seize and return cor-
rupt official’s misappropriated 
funds to their appropriate govern-
ment.” 
 

ICE created the Miami Foreign 
Corruption/Financial Task Force 
Unit in August, staffed by ICE 
agents and prosecutors from the U.
S. Attorney’s Office in Miami. It is 
the only one in the nation that spe-
cifically targets the proceeds of 
public corruption, bribery and em-
bezzlement by foreign nationals. 
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NEW YORK - A New York state 
couple who smuggled illegal aliens 
into the United States and then ex-
ploited them and extorted their 
earnings pleaded guilty November 
5. 
 

Mariluz Zavala and her husband, 
Jorge Ibanez, pleaded guilty to con-
spiring to commit forced labor, con-
spiring to recruit, harbor, transport 
and house undocumented workers, 
engaging in extortionate credit 
transactions and transferring false 
Alien Registration cards. 
 

Zavala and Ibanez each face a maxi-
mum of 50 years in prison and a 
fine of up to $1 million. As part of 
their guilty pleas, the defendants 
will forfeit a residence in Amity-
ville, N.Y., and bank accounts con-
taining approximately $30,000 gen-
erated through their crimes.  
 

ICE agents arrested the couple June 
21 and freed 69 Peruvian illegal 
aliens, including 13 children, who 
had been living in crammed and 
squalid conditions. The agents also 
seized a large quantity of phony 

identification documents.  
 

For four years, beginning in June 1, 
1999, the couple orchestrated a 
scheme to fraudulently obtain tour-
ist visas for Peruvian aliens as a 
way to illegally smuggle them into 
the United States.  After obtaining 
the visas, Zavala and Ibanez 
charged the aliens a smuggling fee 
ranging from $6,000 to $13,000 
each. Once the aliens arrived in the 
United States, Ibanez obtained fake 
Alien Registration and Social Secu-
rity cards for them and, using the 
fake documents, found jobs for the 
aliens in factories in New York.  
 

The couple then confiscated the 
aliens' passports and threatened to 
turn the aliens over to law enforce-
ment authorities if they refused to 
work. The aliens were forced to turn 
over almost all of their earnings to 
the couple, who used the money to 
purchase houses, real property and 
vehicles, and to pay for their own 
living expenses. In most cases, the 
aliens were left with only $50 or 
less per week to support themselves 

NY COUPLE GUILTY OF SMUGGLING, EXPLOITATION 

and their families.  

“Today's guilty pleas are another 
victory against those who abuse and 
exploit the innocent and vulnerable, 
and stand as an example of ICE's 
commitment to make our communi-
ties safer for everyone,” said Martin 
D. Ficke, Special Agent-in-Charge 
of New York ICE.   

                   I N S I DE I CE 

CRACKDOWN TARGETS SAN DIEGO GANG MEMBERS 
tion have more than 100 members 
and officials estimate 15 percent of 
those members are foreign nation-
als.  
 
“Street gangs are a breeding ground 
for crime and violence and they 
pose a serious threat to communi-
ties,” said Michael Unzueta, San 
Diego ICE Acting Special Agent-in-
Cha rge  fo r  i nves t iga t ions .  
“Immigration law is one of the pow-
erful tools ICE brings to bear 
against this threat and we’re going 
to use it.” 
 

All of those arrested during the op-
eration are from Mexico and Guate-
mala. Their criminal histories, 
which make them subject to depor-

tation, include past convictions for 
rape, child abduction, burglary, 
theft, and possession and sale of 
narcotics. Agents found one man 
hiding inside a clothes dryer. A 
loaded 9 mm semiautomatic hand-
gun was found by agents in a baby 
crib next to the bed of one 30-year-
old gang member.  
  

Two of the individuals arrested dur-
ing the operation are facing federal 
prosecution for illegally re-entering 
the United States after deportation.  
The remaining foreign nationals 
have been placed in administrative 
immigration removal proceedings.   
 

In Fiscal Year 2004, ICE agents in 
San Diego apprehended 526 crimi-
nal aliens, including more than 100 
gang members and associates.  

SAN DIEGO - In its most exten-
sive local crackdown on violent 
gangs yet, ICE agents have arrested 
45 reputed gang members and their 
associates in northern San Diego 
County.   
 
The five-week enforcement opera-
tion, which began in October, tar-
geted foreign nationals with alleged 
ties to violent street gangs.  
 
Working with officers from the 
multi-agency North County Re-
gional Gang Task Force, ICE agents 
arrested foreign nationals linked to 
street gangs notorious for drug deal-
ing, street violence and ties to the 
prison-based Mexican Mafia.  Most 
of the gangs targeted in the opera-

ICE agents lead Jorge Ibanez 
away in handcuffs June 21 after 
his arrest on alien smuggling and 
harboring charges. 
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Kernizan was served a court summons to testify about 
the murder, but he fled Haiti for the United States.  
 

"The United States will not be a hiding place for murder-
ers and persecutors," said Jesus Torres, ICE's Special 
Agent-in-Charge in Miami. "Human rights violators are 
not going to be allowed to live here among the commu-
nities of the very people they oppressed and terrorized."  
 

ICE agents transported Kernizan to the Krome Detention 
Center in South Florida. Kernizan has been placed in 
removal proceedings for failing to disclose his involve-
ment in human rights violations when applying for ad-
mission to the United States.  

NEW ORLEANS - Four illegal aliens working at the 
Northrop Grumman Ship Systems Avondale Shipyard in 
Avondale, La., near New Orleans were arrested Novem-
ber 4 for using fraudulent documents and making false 
statements to gain employment.  
 

ICE New Orleans Special Agent-in-Charge Michael A. 
Holt and U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Louisi-
ana Jim Letten announced the arrests, which are part of 
an ongoing joint investigation by ICE and the U.S. De-
partment of Defense's Defense Criminal Investigative 
Service (DCIS) of subcontractors operating at the ship-
yard, which builds U.S. Navy vessels.  Critical infra-
structure such as airports, defense installations and bio-
agriculture industries are a primary law enforcement pri-
ority of ICE.   
 

As of today, nearly 75 illegal workers have been identi-
fied as having access to or have attempted to access 
Northrop Grumman Ship Systems.  Twenty-five have 
been previously arrested and presented for prosecution in 
the Eastern District of Louisiana on charges that include 
using fraudulent documents to gain employment, falsely 
claiming United States citizenship or illegal re-entry to 
the United States after deportation.  Of the remaining 
illegal workers, investigative efforts have resulted in 
such workers no longer having access to the facility.   
 

"This was a targeted law enforcement action based upon 
extensive information developed over a long period," 
said Holt. "Protecting the integrity of the shipbuilding 
industry in Louisiana is a crucial part of ICE’s continu-
ing enforcement strategy. When an individual uses 
fraudulent documents to get a job, they hide their true 
identity and history. We need to know exactly who is 
working on our critical infrastructure programs.” 

ICE ARRESTS ILLEGAL WORKERS 
AT NEW ORLEANS AREA SHIPYARD 
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HAITIAN DEATH SQUAD MEMBER 
ARRESTED BY MIAMI ICE AGENTS 
MIAMI - ICE agents on November 8 arrested Marc 
Kernizan, a Haitian national convicted in absentia for the 
murder of Antoine Izmery, a well-known supporter of 
the Aristide government.   
 

Kernizan served with the Haitian military police and was 
promoted to major in 1992. On Sept. 11, 1993, Izmery 
was attending a church mass commemorating the anni-
versary of the 1988 St. Jean Bosco Massacre when a 
government death squad escorted him from the church 
and shot him twice in the head.   Kernizan was a member 
of the squad.  

MEDIA PERSONALITY, LAW FIRM 
INDICTED FOR VISA FRAUD SCAM 
LOS ANGELES – An Iranian media personality and a 
Van Nuys attorney are among four persons arrested No-
vember 16 on federal charges in connection with a multi-
agency investigation led by ICE into a fraud scheme in-
volving the filing of bogus employment visa applications 
on behalf of hundreds of foreign nationals seeking to 
come to the United States. ICE agents say this case 
represents one of the largest employment-related visa 
fraud schemes ever uncovered in Southern California.    
 

Those arrested Saturday pursuant to federal arrest war-
rants include Henry Hossein Haghighi Heguman, West 
Hills, 59, a businessman who appears regularly on Ira-
nian TV and radio and who is described in a criminal 
complaint as the leader of the scheme; Bita Logham 
Hoffman, Carlsbad, 39, a partner in the law firm Hoff-
man, Rahmaty & Associates; Farideh Mir, Sherman 
Oaks, 58, an employee of Hoffman’s firm; and Grace 
Houra Shahraz Edison, 49, a Canoga Park business-
woman. 
 

The investigation began in April 2002 after ICE agents 
received several leads from U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) adjudications officers at the 
California Service Center, where the employment-based 
visa petitions are processed.  As agents looked into the 
case, they discovered that Haghighi and his associates 
were charging their clients, who were primarily from 
Iran, from $8,000 to $30,000 to obtain fraudulent em-
ployment-based visas. 
 
“This kind of fraud undermines the integrity of our na-
tion’s legal immigration system and generates millions 
of dollars of illicit income for those involved,” said 
Loraine Brown, Special Agent-in-Charge for ICE inves-
tigations in Los Angeles.  “ICE is determined to target 
not only the criminal organizations behind these 
schemes, but anyone else who profits from them.” 



 
 
 

 
 
 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  (ICE)  is the 
largest  investigative  arm of  the  Department of Home-
land Security, responsible for the enforcement of immigra-
tion, customs, infrastructure and transportation security 
laws.   

ICE OUTREACH 

Inside ICE 
 

425 I St NW 
Washington, D.C. 20536 

Attn: Office of Public Affairs 
 

Russ Bergeron, Editor 
Phone: 202-514-2648 

Fax: 202-514-1776 
Email: Russ.Bergeron@dhs.gov 

Visit us on the Web and register 
for your free copy of  

Inside ICE!!   

We’re on the Web! 
www.ICE.gov 

www.ice.gov 
 

Toll-Free Tip Line 
1-866-DHS-2ICE 

ICE Federal Protective Service (FPS) Sergeant Amy Sandrowsky, left, 
Inspector Douglas Neibauer and his partner, “Sam," a bomb detection 
K-9, center, discuss career opportunities with a visitor during the 111th 
International Association of Chiefs of Police Conference and Law 
Enforcement Education and Technology Exposition held at the Los 
Angeles Convention Center November 13-15. Sandrowsky, Neibauer 
and “Sam” are from California's (Los Angeles) Southern District 
Office of the FPS. They participated in the conference to tell the ICE 
story, promote ICE as a law enforcement resource and explain ICE’s 
role within the Department of Homeland Security. 


